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Mme Julie et Mme Stephanie 

EDUCATION PLAN 2024-2027

THE EDUCATION PLAN IS A DIRECT REFLECTION OF 
PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED BY THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES FOR STUDENT SUCCESS: ACHIEVEMENT, 
EQUITY AND WELL-BEING

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN  2024-25 

• Literacy – Written communication in 

French

• Well-Being – Social-Emotional Learning

• Self-Awareness

• Self-Management 

COMMITTEE WORK 

– Led by Learning Leaders

• Monthly  meetings

• Sharing with teachers
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Learn more: casel.org

WHY SEL?

• 76% of students in this school had positive self-regulation. 

• 81% of the girls and 69% of the boys in this school had positive self-

regulation.



All learning is social.
All learning is emotional.



Learn more: casel.org

Five broad and 
interrelated areas of 
competence:

● Self-awareness
● Self-management
● Social awareness
● Relationship skills
● Responsible decision-making 

The 
CASEL 5...



Learn more: casel.org



Learn more: casel.org

The abilities to understand one’s own emotions, 
thoughts, and values and how they influence behavior 
across contexts. This includes capacities to recognize 
one’s strengths and limitations with a well-grounded 
sense of confidence and purpose.

Such as:
● Integrating personal and social identities
● Identifying personal, cultural, and linguistic assets
● Identifying one’s emotions
● Demonstrating honesty and integrity 
● Linking feelings, values, and thoughts
● Examining prejudices and biases 
● Experiencing self-efficacy
● Having a growth mindset
● Developing interests and a sense of purpose

SELF-AWARENESS



Learn more: casel.org

The abilities to manage one’s emotions, thoughts, and 
behaviors effectively in different situations and to 
achieve goals and aspirations. This includes the capacities 
to delay gratification, manage stress, and feel motivation 
and agency to accomplish personal and collective goals.

Such as:
● Managing one’s emotions
● Identifying and using stress-management strategies
● Exhibiting self-discipline and self-motivation
● Setting personal and collective goals
● Using planning and organizational skills
● Showing the courage to take initiative
● Demonstrating personal and collective agency

SELF-MANAGEMENT
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Learning Excellence.  
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Sub-committees:

Literacy and Numeracy: We are exploring evidence-based practices that 

teachers can use to support their students.

Robotics: We are supporting teachers in the implementation of the new 

Science curriculum.



Literacy and Numeracy

Teacher survey

What do teachers at 

Westgate want support 

with?
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Literacy and Numeracy

Intervention Steps

- Screeners for baseline

- How to carve out time?

- Best ways to intervene
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Literacy and Numeracy

Screeners

- Provincial literacy and numeracy assessments

- Phonological awareness (Pratique Phonémique, PAST)

- Fluency (DIBELS ORF, French text)

- Comprehension (DIBELS MAZE)

- Words Their Way inventory (spelling)

- Dictée de dépistage (French spelling)
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Literacy and Numeracy

Carving out time:

- Literacy centers

- "Mini-prof"

- Morning work
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Literacy and Numeracy

Best practices:

- Frequent and short 

- Systematic and explicit
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Learning Excellence 
How to Support Your Child at Home

Reading – Thinking Aloud

• Read to your child, and listen to your child read 

• Can be in the language you are the most comfortable in 

• Talking about what is read makes thinking about what we are reading 

a habit! (ways to talk about books )

• Explain new vocabulary 
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Learning Excellence 
How to Support Your Child at Home

Reading – Decoding

Play word games to understand that words are made up of sounds and that letters represent sounds. 

• Listen to and make rhymes 

• Clap syllables 

• Segment words 

• Make up alliterations 

When your child is stuck on a word, be a reading coach:

•   Resist the temptation to jump in and pronounce it for them.

• Encourage them to use strategies to sound out the word 

• Encourage your child to touch and say each sound in the word 

• Blend the word  

• Longer word? Look at each syllable, base words, prefixes and suffixes 

• Check to see if it makes sense
4/25/2025
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Learning Excellence 
How to Support Your Child at Home

Writing - Spelling
Play word games like:

•    Stickman/Hangman 

• Word ladders 

• Bananagrams 

• Scrabble Jr. 

• Boggle 

Looks at patterns in words

• Point out that some words are similar. Talk about how hop is similar to top, cop, and mop.

When your child is stuck on a word, be a spelling coach:

• Resist the temptation to jump in and spell it for them.

• Say a word and have your children repeat the word. Then have them write the letters that match the 

sounds in the word.

If you do practice spelling at home, make it fun by writing words with different materials.
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Learning Excellence 
How can you support mathematical thinking at home?

• Play games that use dice and cards

• Play games that require strategy

• Talk about money, play with money

• Play number games in the car

• Bake and cook with your children
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Learning Excellence 
How can you support mathematical thinking at home?
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DO DON'T
• Ask about what they are learning in Math at 

school

• Talk about numbers everywhere

• Play family card and board games to develop 
all types of math reasoning skills

• Speak about Math (and school) in a positive 
light

• Support your child through struggle and 
model your own thinking

• Tell them they’ll never use that in “real” life

• Quiz your child on basic facts until they cry

• Count the squares for your child or add their 
dice for them

• Say "I’m not a math person…."

• Take out your calculator (in front of them)



Learning Excellence 
Resources for Parents
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If you are interested to learn more about how you can support your child 

at home with literacy and numeracy or looking for games to practice 

those skills, please see the following lists.

Literacy Resources Numeracy Resources
https://tinyurl.com/
2f7phcba



Learning Excellence.  
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Robotics: We are supporting teachers

in the implementation of the new Science curriculum.



Coding in Div 1

- D
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Coding – Div 1 
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Scratch Jr.



Robotics and Coding – Div 2
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Robotics – Div 2
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Ozobots Sphero Robots



Truth & Reconciliation
Diversity and Inclusion
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Mme Sheena, Mme Bradley, Mme Jessica, Mme 
Crosby, Mme Emily, Mme Laser, M. Klippenstein, Mme 
Maggie



Dr Rudine Sims Bishop
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Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors
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Building Diverse Libraries



Finding Diverse Books

@maistorybooklibrary @thekidlitmama
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Whole-school read-alouds
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Celebrating Diversity at Westgate

At Westgate, we celebrate diversity by 
acknowledging differences and sharing our 
learning both within our classrooms and larger 
school community. For example, grade 5 
students have been exploring Black history 
through Google slide oral presentations in 
French Language Arts, researching and 
writing biographies in English Language Arts and 
through various listen and reflect activities on 
Canadian examples of mistreatment of black 
communities such as in the case of Africville in 
Social Studies. 



Student representation
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Gator Gallery • Gator Galley is one way we at Westgate 

incorporate diverse student voices into decisions 

that shape our community.

• Representatives from DIV I and DIV II meet in 

their learning commons every two months to 

share feedback and ideas about the student 

experience at Westgate.

• Before each meeting, Gator Galley 

representatives discuss key questions with their 

homeroom classmates and bring their insights to 

the group.

• These discussions cover a wide range of topics, 

from the best ways to learn and how to create a 

safe and respectful environment to the activities 

and spirit days students are most excited about.
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Cultural 
Celebrations – 
Lunar New Year
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Cultural 
Celebrations-

Lion Dance
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Cultural 
Celebrations-

Calgary Opera
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Different styles of 
music.



Carnaval d'hiver
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Roger Dallaire et 
Trad'badour

Bonhomme Carnaval La tire d'érable sur la neige



Family
Cultural
Evening
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Indigenous Education at Westgate
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CBE Holistic Lifelong Learning Framework
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HLLF – Student work

4/25/2025
              

45



Wellness Challenges
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Getting outside to catch the sunrise.



Orange Shirt Day 
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Treaty 7 Day: Sept. 22



Highlighting Indigenous Voices
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Tsuut'ina knowledge keeper Bruce Starlight Jr.

Christy Jordan-Fenton, author of Fatty Legs 
and When I Was Eight



Métis Week 
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Learning to tie a 
Métis sash

Métis dot art 
inspired by artist 
Christi Belcourt 

Trying out the 
Métis Jig!



Continual Staff Learning
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