
Westgate School
Parent Literacy 

Night
February 22nd, 2024

6:30 – 7:30



AGENDA
• Welcome from Administration
• SDP Goal – Reading
• Introductions
• The new Alberta curriculum overview - Sheena
• Structured Literacy - Sandra
• Morphology – Lina
• Vocabulary – Lina
• Cross-curricular literacy
• Diverse books - Sheena
• Supporting students at home – Sandra, Sheena 

and Lina





Impact on Literacy - Students reading 
fluency (Div I) and reading comprehension 

(Div II) will improve

Holistic School Development Plan Goal 
– New Curriculum Implementation

• Diagnostic assessments
• Professional learning
• Grade team PLC
• Classroom based assessments
• Data tracking
• Collaborative response
• Report Card data – FILAL





New Curriculum 
Overview



New Curriculum Resources

● K-6 Literacy Progressions

● ELAL Previous and Current Curriculum Comparison and Snapshot by 
Grade

● FILAL Previous and Current Curriculum Comparison and Snapshot by 
Grade

● ELAL Curriculum Overview
● FILAL Curriculum Overview

● New Curriculum Bridging Documents

https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/curriculum/en/f/litk
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-english-language-arts
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-english-language-arts
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-french-immersion
https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum-french-immersion
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/ciihub/docs/English%20Language%20Arts%20and%20Literature%20Subject%20Overview_Final.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/cdn/ciihub/docs/FILAL%20Subject%20Overview_Final.pdf
https://curriculum.learnalberta.ca/ciihub/en/(home/f:category)?cardId=2&cardCategoryId=2-4&closeUrl=home


Most Significant Changes

FILAL
(French Immersion 

Language Arts and 

Literature)

ELAL
(English Language 

Arts and Literature)

Previous program of studies New curriculum



What is 
Structured 

Literacy?



The Scarborough Reading Rope 
Model

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_I8pzySr2bI


- evidence based approach to reading instruction

- beneficial for all students
- integrates listening, speaking, reading, and writing

What is Structured Literacy?



Structured Literacy Elements -
Phonology

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SjnlnqKgXA


Structured Literacy Elements –
Sound – Symbol Association



Structured Literacy Elements –
Sound – Symbol Association

Wingardium Leviosa



Structured Literacy Elements –
Sound –Decodable Texts



Structured Literacy Elements –
Multi-sensory spelling

https://youtu.be/f-3nd7fw72o?t=300


Structured Literacy Elements –
Heart words



What is 
morphology?



Morphology Terms
Phoneme: smallest unit of sound, for example, /k/ is the 

first phoneme in the word "cat"

Grapheme: smallest written sound, for example, cat 
or thing

Morpheme: smallest unit of meaning, for 
example, the prefix de- means remove or undo

Morphology is the study of the structure of words and 
their meaning.



Words are made up of morphemes

+ +prefix base suffix

Each morpheme has meaning

dis + appear + ance

become seennegates the word 
it is attached to

turns verbs into 
nouns

the act of becoming hidden



Morphology in the classroom
agreebase word

disagreeadd prefix dis-

disagreementadd suffix -ment

agreementremove prefix dis-

treatmentchange base word

mistreatmentadd prefix mis-

What is the meaning 
of the base word in the 
chain?

To have the same 
opinion as someone 
else.

How does the meaning 
change as you add or 
change affixes?



Most common prefixes and suffixes



La morphologie en classe

https://www.morphoplus.com/les-familles


Growing 
Vocabulary



Vocabulary



The Importance of Vocabulary 
Instruction

Extensive Vocabulary 
Knowledge

Thorough Reading 
Comprehension



Effective Vocabulary Instruction

- Must be explicit

- Must include multiple practice opportunities

- Should be taught across all subject areas



Vocabulary Instruction in the 
Classroom

- Pre-teaching important vocabulary across 

subjects

- Labelling drawings with appropriate 

vocabulary

- Creating sentences (orally or on paper) 

using the target words



Vocabulary Instruction in the 
Classroom

- Opportunities for morphemic analysis



Vocabulary Instruction in the 
Classroom

- Books, books, books!



Even Jocks Can Read

D O D G E B A L L



Diversity in books



Dr Rudine Sims Bishop



Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors



Building Diverse Libraries



Finding Diverse Books

@maistorybooklibrary @thekidlitmama



Supporting 
Students at 

Home



Ideas to Support Students with Literacy 
at Home



• Students need a strong language comprehension background 
to read and understand.

• Use new and interesting words in natural conversations. 
Introducing a new word in context helps children learn what it 
means.

• Use synonyms for typical words, like saying “That scaly snake 
is enormous!” instead of “That is big!”

• Talk with your child and encourage them to talk. Keep 
the conversation going by asking questions, making 
comments, and inviting your child to think and share their 
ideas.

Oral Language



Reading - Books
• Have books that are of interest to you child accessible. Physical 

books, graphic novels, magazines, eBooks, audiobooks
• Bilingual books: the child can read the French side and the 

parent can read the English side or the other home language
• Pick a book your child is interested in, take out two copies from 

the library, alternate reading one chapter in French and the other 
in your home language



Reading – Thinking Aloud
• Read to your child, read with your child and listen to your 

child read
• Can be in French or in the language you are the most 

comfortable in
• Talking about what is read makes thinking about what we are 

reading a habit! (Ways to talk about books)
• Explain new vocabulary



Reading - Decoding
Play word games to understand that words are made up of 
sounds and that letters represent sounds
• Listen to and make rhymes
• Clap syllables
• Segment words
• Make up alliterations

When your child is stuck on a word, be a reading coach
Resist the temptation to jump in and pronounce it for them
• Encourage them to use strategies to sound out the word
• Encourage your child to touch and say each sound in 

the word
• Blend the word
• Longer word? Look at each syllable, base words, prefixes and 

suffixes
• Check to see if it makes sense



Writing - Spelling
1. Play word games
- Stickman
- Word ladders
- Bananagrams
- Scrabble Jr.
- Boggle
2. Looks at patterns in words
- Point out that some words are similar. Talk about how hop is similar 

to top, cop, and mop.
3. When your child is stuck on a word, be a spelling coach
- Resist the temptation to jump in and spell it for them
- Say a word and have your children repeat the word. Then have them 

write the letters that match the sounds in the word
4. If you do practice spelling at home make it fun by writing words 
with different materials



Writing 
1. Start with books!
• Builds the understanding of a story structure
• Develop your child’s vocabulary (quantity and quality)
• Expose your child to different sentence structures
• Triggers imagination and creativity
2. Start with pictures!
• Draw a picture
• Label the picture
• Write or tell a story about the picture
3. Model writing! How do we use writing everyday?
• Shopping lists
• Postcards
• Invitations



Thank you so much 
for joining us!



Supporting Students at Home



This presentation has been made using the following fonts:

Poppins

(https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Poppins)

Be Vietnam Pro

(https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Be+Vietnam+Pro)

#092f44 #80cad3 #006c9f #3a7f8e

#9c4534 #ed8264 #fdbd03 #fffce3

#63abb7

#ffffff

Fonts & colors used

https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Poppins
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Be+Vietnam+Pro
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